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INTERNATIONAL INDIAN SCHOOL BURAIDAH 

Worksheet for the Academic Year ( 2025-26) 

CLASS: IX   SUBJECT: ENGLISH   DATE: 13.09.25 

TOPIC :   MODALS 

Modals are a kind of auxiliary verbs. They appear along with the main verb. They can be used in a multiple situations 

which are as follows- 

1. A Modal verb can be used to indicate the chance or possibility of a happening. 

For example – It may rain today. 

2. Modal verbs can also be used to indicate the ability of the subject. 

Here is an example – I can lift heavy weights. 

3. Modals can also be used for giving the probability of a happening 

Let us see and example – She must have informed the office. 

4. Modals can also be used to seek permission 

For instance – May I meet the principal? 

5. Modals also indicate the necessity for an action 

Here is an example – You ought to take care of your health. 

The important features of Modals are as follows- 

 Modals are types of verbs. 

 They can be used only in the helping form. 

 They cannot be used as the main verb in a sentence. 

 They do not have ‘-ing’ or ‘-ed’ forms. 

 Modals do not change forms according to the number and person of the subject. 

 They help to express ability, possibility, necessity, permission and obligation. 

Let us see the most important modal verbs and their uses- 

 
Modals to express possibility or ability: can, could, be able to 
Can is used to express ability or to state that something is possible. 

 He can swim across the river very fast. (ability) 

 Rita can come here in the evening if she is free. (possibility) 

Can has only two forms- can (present) and could (past). 

 I can make delicious fruit salad. (present) 

 I could dance well in my childhood. (past) 

But (be) able to can be used in all tenses. 

 He is able to speak French. (He can speak French) 

 I will not be able to accompany you to the market today. 

Could also suggests general ability in the past or permission to do something, was able to suggests ability in a 

particular situation. 

 When I was a little girl, I could easily climb trees: (general ability) 

 I could watch the play because I had booked my tickets earlier. (general ability) 

 She was able to get into the bus because it was not overcrowded. (in a particular situation) 

 The boy could paint well and he had won many prizes in the past. 

Modals used to ask for permission or something – can, could, may, would 
To ask for things, we generally use can or could. 

 Can I borrow your pen? 

 Can I read your book, please? 

 Could you make a cup of tea, please? 

 Could you bake a cake for me, please? 
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 Rohan to his colleague, “May I drive your car today?” 

 Doctor to the nurse, “May I have the patient’s blood report?” 

 Would you get me a notebook, please? 

 Modals used to indicate possibility – May, might, could 
Both may and might are used to suggest possibility. But might suggests a weaker possibility than may. Could suggests 

a very weak possibility, may suggests a good possibility and might suggests a weak possibility. 

 She could be in the garden. 

 He might work from home. 

 My parents may come home tomorrow. 

May be, might be, may have, might have 

 Rohan said, “Reena may be in her study.” 

 Rita said, “Rashi might be in the playground.” 

 Mohan said, “Suresh may have left the house for the office.” 

 Preeti said, “Sagar might have changed his plans to go out.” 

Modals to indicate necessity or compulsion- must have to, have got to, had to, had got to 
We use have to and must to say that it is necessary to do something. Sometimes, we can use either of them. 

 You must study sincerely if you want to score good marks. 

 You have to study sincerely if you want to do well. 

Have to is used to suggest some kind of compulsion or there is some rule which has to be followed or the situation 

requires it. 

 You must spend time with your children. (I want you to do that.) 

 We have to sign the register when we enter this building (That’s the rule.) 

 I can’t jog for too long, so I have to take a break. (The situation demands that I take a break.) 

Must doesn’t have a past tense form. So, we can use must to talk about the present or the future. 

 We must attend the meeting now. (present) 

 We must attend the meeting tomorrow. (future) 

Modals for suggestion, advice, duty (obligation) – should, ought to 
We use should to make a suggestion or to give advice. 

Should is not as strong as must or have to. Look at these examples: 

 You should exercise every day. (It’s the right advice for you.) 

 We must carry the driving license while driving any vehicle. (It is an advice for you.) 

 You have to drink a lot of water during summer to avoid dehydration. (it is compulsory). 

Ought to conveys that it would be the right thing to do with a greater sense of responsibility and as a moral duty 

You ought to look after your grandparents. 

 You ought to pay the taxes on time. 

 Ought to also suggests that it is the right thing to do. Nowadays both should and ought to are used to convey the same 

idea. 

Modals to indicate promise – will, shall 
Will and shall are used to convey some kind of promise or assurance. Will with I and we, and shall with other subjects 

suggest promise: 

 We will join you for dinner. (promise) 

 You shall be provided with all the modern facilities in this apartment. (assurance) 

However, these days we generally use will with all subjects to refer to future time. But will with I and we is not 

enough to suggest a promise. We should say: 

 I promise, I’ll 

 We assure you, we will…. 

Modals for Absence Of Necessity- Needn’t Have, Didn’t Need To 

 You needn’t have brought your car. (You have brought your car but actually there was no need to bring it.) 

 She didn’t need to bring her car. (She didn’t bring her car because she thought there was no need to bring it.) 
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Modals to indicate a Wish- may 
May is generally used to express a wish: 

 May you be blessed with good health! 

 May you be blessed with all the happiness! 

Modals to indicate inability – dare 

 I dare not go into a dense forest at night. 

 Dare you enter an old, deserted palace all alone? 

 I daren’t challenge the boxer to fight with me. 

Dare means to be afraid to do something that requires courage. 

Exercise on Modals for Class 9 (Practice Questions) 

Fill in the blanks with a suitable modal verb 
1. The mechanic has not been __________ repair the washing machine. 

2. You ________ cut the cake. 

3. We __________ attend the meeting now. 

4. ___________ I have some water? 

5. We will ____________ postpone the trip to Goa. 

6. You ___________ eat food with dirty hands. 

7. _________ I distribute the return gifts now? 

8. Mohit ____________ told his mother that he lost his watch. 

9. You _____________ pay respect to your teachers. 

10. __________ you get me some juice? 

11. I __________ go near the crocodile as it is dangerous. 

12. Do you know where Meena __________ be? 

13. The flight __________ not take off because of bad weather. 

14. __________ all your wishes come true! 

15. Amit __________ come visit us in the evening. 

16. I _________ definitely attend your birthday party. 

17. He was ___________ win a gold medal because he had practiced weight lifting with dedication. 

18. __________ I use your laptop to surf the internet? 

19. Arun will be ____________ qualify for the interview. 

20. Garima ____________ taken permission from her parents. 

Answers 

1. The mechanic has not been able to repair the washing machine. 

2. You can cut the cake. 

3. We must attend the meeting now. 

4. May I have some water? 

5. We will have to postpone the trip to Goa. 

6. You must not eat food with dirty hands. 

7. Can I distribute the return gifts now? 

8. Mohit should have told his mother that he lost his watch. 

9. You ought to pay respect to your teachers. 

10. Could you get me some juice? 

11. I dare not go near the crocodile as it is dangerous. 

12. Do you know where Meena might be? 

13. The flight could not take off because of bad weather. 

14. May all your wishes come true! 

15. Amit may come visit us in the evening. 

16. I will definitely attend your birthday party. 

17. He was able to win a gold medal because he had practiced weight lifting with dedication. 

18. May I use your laptop to surf the internet? 

19. Arun will be able to qualify for the interview. 

20. Garima should have taken permission from her parents. 


